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“Learning together, to be the best we can be”
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1. Scope

1.1.This overarching safeguarding policy has been developed and published to
outline the Nexus Multi Academy Trust commitment to a best practice
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3. The legal framework

3.1.
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= ensuring that child protection is included in the curriculum to help
children stay safe, recognise when they do not feel safe and identify
who they might or can talk to;

= providing pupils with a number of appropriate adults to approach if
they are in difficulties;

= supporting the child’s development in ways that will foster security,
confidence and independence;

= encouraging development of self-esteem and self-assertiveness while
not condoning aggression or bullying;

= ensuring repeated hate incidents, e.g. racist, homophobic or gender-
or disability-based bullying or harassment, from whatever source, are
considered under child protection procedures;

= liaising and working together with other support services and those
agencies involved in safeguarding children; and

= monitoring children who have been identified as having welfare or
protection concerns and providing appropriate support.

6. Use of secured spaces to keep children
safe

6.1.1t is common place for schools — particularly those with a nursery — to have
entrance/exit doors for classrooms which have two handles — one at
standard (waist) height, and another toward the top of the door.

6.2.These doors are not locked, but have an enhanced access system which is
standard across schools and nurseries across the country, which provides a
safe means of ensuring young children are suitably safeguarded from leaving
the classroom area of their own volition. These types of arrangements are
typical and lawful, and should continue to be used where age-appropriate,
though this must be reflected in the class risk assessment and parents/carers
should be aware that these safeguards are in place.

6.3.1t is also
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6.5. Whilst this legislation doesn’t specifically apply to schools, case law (C v A
Local Authority) following a Court of Protection ruling in 2011 sets the
precedent that the principles in both these statutory instruments are relevant
to schools and should be taken into account.

6.6.Where it is necessary for the safety and protection of a child to place them in
a room that is locked and only unlockable by an adult, this must be a safety
measure that is included in a child’s Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
and/or their care plan.

6.7.0ther statutory agencies (health and social care) should agree that this
measure is proportionate, and those with parental responsibility should also
agree with this approach. A record of this agreement should be kept by
school.

6.8. A risk assessment should also be in place. The care plan and risk assessment
should be reviewed at least half termly by the multi-agency team, so that
any deprivation of liberty is proportionate and commensurate with need and
continues no longer than is necessary. The Trust Competent Person should
also be asked to provide advice.

6.9.Where a child - requiring such high level security - is part of a wider class
group who are also, by association, confined to a secured space: then
parents must also be clear this is the case; be given the opportunity to see
an anonymised version of the associated risk assessment; and must agree
that they are happy for their child to be placed in a class where this model is
in place. A record of this agreement should be kept by school.

6.10. In exceptional and unexpected circumstances, it may be a requirement
to keep a child/children in a secure area for their own immediate protection
and/or for the protection of others. This is only acceptable where this is
unavoidable and the only means available to ensure a Headteacher can
discharge their duty of care to pupils and staff, and Heads should follow the
school lockdown policy.

6.11. Where intervention of this nature is required for a pupil, then this

should be followed by a prompt and immediate multi-agency review of the
child’s care plan and risk assessment.

Child protection and safeguarding
procedures

6.1.Each academy within Nexus Multi Academy Trust will have a structured
procedure in line with their Local Safeguarding Children Partnership which
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https://www.nexusmat.org/about/safeguarding
https://www.nexusmat.org/about/safeguarding

NO

Appendix A

Decision making process map where there are
concerns about a child’s wellbeing at school
due to their medical needs

Child has a significant change to their medical needs
(including mental health) from point of admission.

Option 1*

Option 2* Option 3**

Headteacher reviews risk assessment
and decides that a child’s wellbeing
cannot be assured whilst in school due
to changed/developing medical
circumstances.

Headteacher reviews
risk assessment and
decides child safe to
remain in school but will
need additional
resource in the
medium/long term.

Parents informed immediately that chid

not safe to be in school until enhanced

provision in place and child to remain at
home. Interim education plan put in place.

YES

YES YES
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